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Notes on Contributors

ClauDia bernarDi is Associate Professor in History of the Americas at the 
University of Perugia, and Principal Investigator of the project The Mobility 
Regime across Mexico and United States: The Case of Farmworkers from Tabasco 
and Oaxaca (1930s-1970s) at the University of Padua. Her first monograph 
Una storia di confine: Frontiere e lavoratori migranti tra Messico e Stati Uniti 
(1836-1964) won the 2019 Prize for First Work of the Italian Society for 
the Study of Contemporary History (SISSCO). She is board member of 
the Italian Society for Labour History (SISLav), and coordinator of SISLav 
research group Free and Unfree Labor. She is Profesora visitante at Centro 
de Estudios Históricos (CEH) of Colegio de México, visiting affiliate (after 
having been postdoctoral fellow there) at the Weatherhead Initiative on 
Global History at Harvard University, and guest researcher at the Berlin 
Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut (IAI). She was research associate and visiting 
fellow at Ghent University and visiting fellow at Basel University.

aliCe Ciulla is postdoctoral fellow at Roma Tre University, where she got 
her Ph.D. in History of the United States in 2019. Previously, she was 
fellow of the Antonio Gramsci Foundation and DAAD research fellow 
at Freie Universität, in Berlin. Her research interests focus on US-Italian 
diplomatic and cultural relations in the twentieth century and on the 
history of the Cold War. Her first book is La cultura americana e il PCI: 
Intellettuali ed esperti di fronte alla “questione comunista” (2021).

Jane DesMonD is Professor in Anthropology and Gender and Women’s 
Studies, and Co-founder and current Director of the International Forum 
for US Studies, a center for the Transnational Study of the United States 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. She also holds 
appointments in the Unit for Criticism and Interpretive Theory, the Center 
for Global Studies, and in the College of Veterinary Medicine. Her primary 
areas of expertise include performance studies, critical theory, visual culture 
studies, the political economy of human/animal relations, as well as the 
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transnational dimensions of US Studies. A former Fulbright Professor in 
American Studies in Germany, she has also held visiting professor positions 
in American Studies in Hungary and China, and is a past president of 
the International American Studies Association. She is the author/editor of 
five books, including the monograph Displaying Death and Animating Life: 
Human-Animal Relations in Art, Science, and Everyday Life (2016).

Daniela FarGione is Associate Professor of American Literatures at 
the University of Turin. Her research interests include environmental 
humanities (food, migrations, climate change), the interconnections of 
contemporary American literatures and the other arts, and the theory 
and practice of literary translation. She is member of several advisory and 
executive boards, among which TIGEHR (Turin Interdisciplinary Group 
of Environmental Humanities Research), UNESCO-DESS (Decennio 
per l’Educazione allo Sviluppo Sostenibile), CLIMATE CHANGE 
PROGRAM (UnitoGO – Unito Green Office), and CRISIS (Centro di 
ricerca interuniversitario sui cambiamenti socio-ecologici e la transizione 
alla sostenibilità). She is co-editor with Serenella Iovino of ContaminAzioni 
ecologiche: Cibi, nature e culture (2015), and with Carmen Concilio of 
Antroposcenari: Storie, paesaggi, ecologie (2018) and Trees in Literatures and the 
Arts: HumanArboreal Perspectives in the Anthropocene (2021). She has been 
recipient of several scholarships and visiting fellowships, among which the 
Fulbright Distinguished Lecturer Chair at the University of Pittsburgh for 
the Spring Semester of 2023.

owen Harry is an Instructor at the National University of Singapore, 
where he recently defended his Ph.D. in English Literature. His dissertation, 
Posthuman Ecospiritualities in American Literature, examined the importance 
of the religious imagination – particularly Buddhism, Christianity, and 
pantheism – to the work of contemporary American environmental writers 
who seek alternatives to notions of human separation and superiority. He 
has published essays on the work of Gary Snyder and Richard Powers.

Maria Cristina iuli is Associate Professor of American Literature and 
American Studies at the Università del Piemonte Orientale, Vercelli, Italy. 
She has been Fulbright Distinguished Chair at Northwestern University 
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in 2019, and recipient of several fellowships and honors. Currently, she 
is coordinating the research unit at UPO for the project “Transatlantic 
Transfers: The Italian Presence in Post-War America,” funded by the 
Italian Ministry of University and Research. A specialist in modernism, 
in the contemporary novel, in literary theory and science and literature, 
and in transatlantic studies, Iuli is author of several monographs, essays 
and translations. Among others: Effetti Teorici: Critica culturale e nuova 
storiografia letteraria americana (2002), Giusto il tempo di esplodere: Il romanzo 
pop di Nathanael West (2004), Spell it Modern: Modernity and the Question of 
Literature (2009), and Nathanael West: Miss Lonelyhearts (2017). Her work 
is published in Modernism/Modernity, The Arizona Quarterly, Flusser Studies, 
Symplokē, Aut-Aut, The Italian American Review, Letterature d’America, 
RSAJournal, and others. Her current research focuses on Black feminist 
pedagogies and transatlanticism in the Seventies.

leonor María Martínez serrano is a Lecturer in the Department of English 
and German Philology at the University of Córdoba (Spain). Her research 
interests include ecocriticism, Canadian literature, American literature, 
and High Modernism. She has been a Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Toronto and the University of British Columbia (Canada), the University 
of the West of Scotland (UK), the University of Bialystok (Poland), and the 
University of Oldenburg (Germany). She has co-edited Modern Ecopoetry: 
Reading the Palimpsest of the More-than-Human World (2021) and authored 
Breathing Earth: The Polyphonic Lyric of Robert Bringhurst (2021).

eVa Pelayo sañuDo is a Ph.D. in Gender and Diversity from the University 
of Oviedo, Spain. Her fields of research are Italian American literature, 
and gender, diaspora, urban and postcolonial studies. She has conducted 
research at the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute (Queens 
College, NY), Stony Brook University (NY) and the University of Calabria 
(Italy). She has recently published the monography Spatialities in Italian 
American Women’s Literature: Beyond the Mean Streets (2021), which has been 
awarded the Enrique García Díez in English Literature Research Prize 
by the Spanish National Association of North-American Studies and the 
Javier Coy Research Prize by the Spanish Association for American Studies.
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Valentina roManzi is Adjunct Professor of English at the University of 
Verona. She holds a Ph.D. in Transcultural Studies in the Humanities 
from the University of Bergamo. She specializes in contemporary popular 
culture, with a particular focus on utopias, dystopias and (post-)apocalyptic 
fiction. Her latest book is American Nightmares: Dystopia in Twenty-First-
Century US Fiction (2022). She is currently researching nonhuman narrators 
in SF through a number of sociological perspectives and has just co-edited 
a special issue on the topic for the journal ContactZone. She is an editor 
of Iperstoria: Journal of American and English Studies, and a member of the 
Scientific Committee of ContactZone: Journal of the Italian Association on 
Science Fiction and the Fantastic.

Giuliano santanGeli Valenzani is adjunct professor of History of the 
United States at the University Federico II (Naples). His research interests 
are mainly focused on the history of American tourism and on the history 
and culture of the US South. His most recent publication is the book 
Great Times Down South: Promozione turistica nel Deep South statunitense 
(1976-1981) (2020), which will be soon published in English. He recently 
contributed to the volumes Ricostruire i luoghi di memoria nelle Americhe 
(2023) and Presidents and Place: America’s Favorite Sons (2023).




